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10.3.6 Late Payment to Norseman General Practice for the 
provision of a Locum. 
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10.4 Officers Reports 
 
 

10.4.1 Objective and Reasons Proposed Differential rates 
and Minimum Payments 2022/2023 Financial Year 
 
In accordance with Section 6.36 of the Local Government Act 1995, the Shire of Dundas is required to publish 
its Objects and Reasons for implementing Differential Rates. 
 

1. Overall Objective  
The purpose of the levying of rates is to provide the shortfall in revenue required to make up the budget 
deficiency to enable the Shire to deliver services and community infrastructure. Property valuations provided 
by the Valuer General are used as the basis for the calculation of rates each year. Section 6.33 of the Local 
Government Act 1995 provides the ability to differentially rate properties based on zoning and/or land use as 
determined by the Shire of Dundas. 
 

2. Gross Rental Value (GRV) 
The Local Government Act 1995 determines that properties of a non-rural purpose be rated using the Gross 
Rental Valuation (GRV) as the basis for the calculation of annual rates. The Valuer General determines the 
GRV for all properties within the Shire of Dundas every five years and assigns a GRV. The current valuation 
that was done by the Valuer General was as of the 1st July 2022 and will be applied to the 2022/2023 
financial year. 
 
Interim valuations are provided monthly to the Shire by the Valuer General for properties where changes 
have occurred (i.e. subdivisions or strata title of property, amalgamations, building constructions, demolition, 
additions and/or property rezoning). In such instances the Shire recalculates the rates for the affected 
properties and issues interim rates notices. 
 

GRV – Townsites / Roadhouses / Service Stations 
The proposed rate in the dollar is 16.4984 cents per dollar of GRV, with a minimum rate of $378.20.  
This rating category applies to properties located within and very close proximity to the townsite boundaries 
of the Shire of Dundas and the roadhouses and service stations located within the Shire. This category is 
considered by the Council to be the base rate by which all other GRV rated properties are assessed.  
Some of these properties are located at a large distance from the main service centre. However, the Shire 
has decided to charge the base rate by which properties within the townsite are assessed. This rate reflects 
the cost of providing health and building inspection services, emergency services and other amenities for 
those properties. The cost of servicing the communities within the boundaries of the Shire should be borne by 
all residents and property owners. 
 

GRV – Mining 
This rating category covers mining leases that have improvements on the land and are located within the 
Shire boundaries.  
The proposed Mining rate for this category is 22.5879 cents per dollar of GRV, with a minimum rate of 
$378.20.  
The objective of the proposed rate in the dollar is to ensure that the proportion of total rate revenue derived 
from GRV Mining is consistent with the previous year revenue. The rate mainly reflects the increased cost 
associated with providing bushfire emergency services for these mining properties generally located at a large 
distance from the main service centre. Further as a contribution towards the upkeep of general amenities 
within the Shire from a sector of ratepayers that essentially are transitory.  
 

3. Unimproved Value (UV) 
Properties that are predominantly of a rural purpose are assigned an Unimproved Value that is supplied and 
updated by the Valuer General on an annual basis.  
Council has adopted differential rates in its Unimproved Valuation area for improved and vacant mining 
leases, exploration, prospecting, pastoral leases and improved and vacant UV land.  
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The application of differential rating maintains the status quo in terms of equity in the rating of properties 
across the Shire, enabling the Council to provide facilities, infrastructure and services to the entire community 
and visitors. 
 

UV – Mining / Exploration / Prospecting Leases  
This rating category covers mining, general purpose, exploration, and prospecting leases located within the 
Shire of Dundas.  
 
The proposed rate for this category is 16.5111 cents per dollar of UV, with a minimum rate of $378.20. The 
proposed rate for mining UV is comparatively high compared to the pastoral UV rates due to the reasons 
mentioned below under “UV – Pastoral” section.  
 
The proposed rate mainly reflects the ongoing cost (increased cost) involved in maintaining the road network 
that services these land use as the Shire’s local authority boundaries extends all the way to the WA/SA state 
boundary, and the cost associated with bushfire emergency services covering this vast land area. Further as 
a contribution towards the upkeep of general amenities within the Shire from a sector of ratepayers that 
essentially are transitory.  
 
The mining operations result in the Shire’s Road network and infrastructure requiring continual ongoing 
maintenance and renewal work to service these users. The Shire acknowledges the fact that exploration, 
prospecting, and mining have different levels of impact on the Shire’s Road network. However, there 
remains the need to fund maintenance and renewal requirements of this vital infrastructure asset for the 
benefit of all users.  
 
In determining the proposed rate in the dollar of these categories, consideration was given to the comparable 
rate in the dollar of the neighbouring shires (with significant mining focus) which provide similar services for 
mining activities. Even after this proposed increase in the rate in the dollar, the Shire of Dundas remains as 
one of the shires with the lowest UV rates for mining leases. 
 

UV – Pastoral 
This rating category applies to all pastoral leases that have been granted under the repealed Land Act 1933.  
The proposed rate of 8.7410 cents per dollar of UV, with a minimum rate of $200.00 is proposed for this 
category.  
The proposed rate is comparatively low compared to the mining UV rates due to the following:  
• The minimal impact on or requirement that the pastoral industry has on or for Shire services and 
infrastructure.  

• To encourage a diversification of land use other than mining related activities.  

• Mining activities have and require a higher level of the Council involvement for licences, clearing permits 
etc.  

• Mining removes finite resources from the Shire, which will in turn impact rate revenue in future years.  

• Mining imposes greater damage to the environment with clearing, drilling, and mining activities.  
 
The Shire has factored in a capacity to pay, in determining the rate in the dollar for pastoral leases with a 
lowest UV rate in the dollar.  

This rate reflects the cost of providing building inspection services, emergency services and other 
amenities for those properties. Most of these properties are located a large distance from the main 
service centre. However, the cost of servicing the communities within the boundaries of the Shire 
should be borne by all residents and property owners. 

 

4. Minimum Rates  
The setting of minimum rates within rating categories is an important method of ensuring that all properties 
contribute an equitable rate amount.  
A minimum rate of $378.20 has been set for all GRV rating categories. The Shire imposes one general 
minimum rate payment that applies to all GRV rateable properties within the boundaries of the town site. 
The rate is imposed to discourage holding undeveloped land with the Shire, which reduces the amenity of 
the area, and thereby encourages its early development.  
The UV minimums ($378.20) are applied to ensure that the rate burden is distributed equitably between all 
property owners. Mining, Exploration and Prospecting leases fall under this category and the majority are held 
by large mining companies. However, the UV Pastoral minimum has been set at $200.00 as this is the 
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prescribed amount as per Regulations 52 and 53 of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulation 1996 as this category exceeds the prescribed percentage. 
 

5. Summary 
In arriving at the proposed rates in the dollar the Shire has attempted to balance the need for revenue to fund 
essential services and facilities with the consideration of the rate payer’s capacity to pay. 
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10.4.2 SUBMISSION – Differential Rating 2022-2023 
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10.4.3 Works and Services       
 
Officer: Barry Hemopo.  Period of reporting: June-July 2022 
 

1. Town work  
 

• Tree branches hanging close to power lines being trimmed (ongoing) around 
community. 

• Planned ongoing work to Dog Park. New footpaths created and kerbing near 
completion, asphalt to be laid this coming month. 

• Cars removed from depot taken to tip to be collected by scrap merchant. 

• Storm drains being cleaned up on Mines Road and trees trimmed (ongoing). 

• Verge slashing east side of Norseman. 

• Weed spraying of back lanes and cemetery. 

• 2 x abandoned cars stickered and picked up and taken to depot. 

• Installation of fencing at rear of laundry for public safety. 

• Depot ongoing yard tidy up. 

• Drains around community cleared and water pumped out. 

• Phoenix Park quote for steel replacement power pole has been received. 

• Woodlands centre septic tanks pumped out. 

• Climbing log for the kids has been put in place at Woodlands, when concreter is finished 
at Dog Park, he will carry out the form work for the footings to be concrete. 

• Laundromat signage and solar powered lighting fitted to outside of building. 

• Rubbish collection from community verges carried out over the week 18-7-22 to 22-7-
22. 

• 1 x dog from pound adopted by traveller. 

• WISH has taken 6 dogs from pound. 

• 6 x cats euthanised in Esperance at Swann’s Vet 18-7-22. 

• First loads of commercial laundry carried out 20-7-22. 
 
2 GARDEN CREW 
 

• Pea hay has been put down for the roses.  

• Garden works ongoing. 
 
3 ROAD CREW 

 

• Dog Park Road works. 

• Beacon Hill and park area road graded, and parking posts straightened. 
 
 

4 HYDEN-NORSEMAN ROAD 

• Guideposts replacement and drainage works to the road. 

• New cameras mounted at end of Mort Harslett drive and entrance to Hyden Road.  

  
5 EUCLA 
 

• Quote has come in for the replacement of 3 stainless steel boxes and 12 batteries for 
the Eucla airstrip $18,000.00. 
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• Planning in progress to source more gravel for the roads in Eucla, tip area to be fenced 
to the boundary pegs. 

• Audit carried out with Main Roads in Eucla, ungazetted road from main highway to road 
connecting to Old Telegraph Road to be ripped up next trip down to Eucla. 

 
6 Plant 
 

• CEOs vehicle will have warranty repairs carried out on engine fault by Golden City 
Motors Kalgoorlie (No cost to Shire) still waiting on parts from Golden City Motors this 
may take months as there are no parts for this repair to date. 

• ABS and brake faults on Volvo rubbish truck repaired inhouse. 
 
7 Norseman Landfill 

 

• Steel has been ordered to carry out the engineering of the movement of liquid waste 
from pond 1 to the drying bed. 

• Burn off green waste has been completed. 

• Cart more gravel to top pad and moved domestic dumping to Eastern side of top 
pad. 

 
8 OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 
 

• Training Matrix being set up in our system for all our employees. 
 

• Ongoing JHA and SWP procedures being added to our system. 
 

• Prestart daily documentation set up in our system and recorded along with defects of 
plant. 

 
9 HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

•  Training to be planned for Safety Rep and Admin assistant relating to WOHS.  

• Trainee rangers Jonah Turner and Cassius Brand sharing the duties of animal care. 

• Bush fire training to be carried out by some of the staff. 
 
10 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
 

• 139 Roberts Street new back step fabricated and fitted, fencing straightened, and gate 
fitted; verandah decking replaced. 

• 82 Angove Street new gas water system fitted as solar unit has rusted out. 

• Outside lamp post at the pensioners unit has been knocked over and damaged will 
have to be replaced. 

• New aircon system fitted to unit 2 Pensioner unit. 
 
11 PLANT REPLACEMENT 
 

• 2 x Fuso trucks to be replaced. 
 
12 CEMETERY 
 

• Spraying at cemetery. 
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13 MWS WORKING ITEMS 
 

• Works to be carried out at Pensioners units, entry ramps to be concreted and shower 
grates to be fitted to remove trip hazards. 
 

• Works to be carried out to Youth Centre inside and outside. 
 
14 SWIMMING POOL 
 

• Pool service completed and water flow rates checked by Aquatic Services WA. 

• New saftron handrails have arrived. 

• Backflushing pump will need to be replaced. 
 
15 PRIVATE WORKS 
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10.4.4 Corporate and Community Services  
 
Officer: Pania Turner Period of reporting: June-July 2022 

 

 

Draft Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 

 

I am pleased to be able to present the draft Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 to Council for 

acceptance for the final community consultation. The development of such a critical document 

in guiding Council’s decision making and planning has taken significant time and commitment 

from elected members and senior staff and its final preparation has consumed the majority of 

my time in July.     

 

The community consultation process was supported external consultant agency Puzzle 

Consulting to ensure that residents were appropriately consulted and engaged and allow for 

genuine input into the SCP.   

 

Although at times hampered by COVID-19 restrictions, the Shire were able to schedule and 

conduct community workshops in Norseman and Eucla. Community Voice Surveys were mailed 

Norseman and Eucla households, as well as residents living on the Eyre Highway. Surveys were 

available on the Shire’s website and FB page; additional survey links were also emailed to Shire 

of Dundas businesses.  

 

A new and fun way of community engagement was the CommuniTea Market Day where, 

members of the community could come and have a cup of tea and speak individually with 

Councillors.  This was a popular event, and we look to holding more of these at the markets.  

 

Once approved by Council for final community feedback, the SCP will be public for 2 weeks, and 

then presented at the August OCM.   

 

Timber Project  

 

The CEO and MCCS have been working with Ngadju Native Title Aboriginal Corporation, 

Goldfields Economic Development Commission, Forest Products Commission, and mining 

companies to progress the project. It was exciting to see the first load of high-quality hardwood 

eucalypt timber recovered from the Pantoro Scotia mine site by the Shire of Dundas transported 

to Harvey and auctioned through the Forest Products Commission. 

 

Although in the very early stages the auction highlighted the opportunity that exists to build 

economic diversity and community capacity through a project that harvests the timber left from 

areas cleared for mining purposes.  

 

Forest Products Commission have worked with Training Alliance to see Cert III Civil Construction 

Mobile Plant course delivered in Norseman. The course commenced on 18th July and will run 
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for through to the 18th October. The training provides a comprehensive program of classroom 

and practical activities with the Shire supporting the training by supplying the facilities and works 

depot for practicals.  

 

Nature Playground- Woodlands Centre  

Council will note the placement of the large tree at the new Nature Playground by the Woodlands 

Centre. This large Salmon Gum was salvaged from roadside clearing and has been lovingly 

prepared to be the feature item in the play area adjacent to the Brenton See Woodlands Mural. 

There are still some minor works to complete the area such as new fencing for the playgroup 

centre, stepping blocks, animals, and interpretation signage. Funded by Lotterywest, the area is 

already proving to be popular. 

 

Commonwealth Home Support Program 

The CEO and I met with Meredith Clark who is the new Commonwealth Home Support Program 

(CHSP) coordinator for Norseman. CHSP is run by the WA Country Health Services (WACHS). 

The value of having experience and a coordinated approach back in Norseman sees immediate 

effect. I am working with Meredith to investigate the return of the bus with disability access. 

Collaboration on cleaning support is being delivered this month to assist a member in the 

pensioner units, and we are reviewing opportunity to improve the current service delivery and 

outings for our seniors in the Norseman CHSP program 

 

The Commonwealth Home Support Programme (CHSP) helps seniors access entry-level 

support services to live independently and safely at home. Eligibility for the program is based on 

a person’s support needs and age. 

 

To be eligible for this program, a person must be aged: 

•65 years or older (50 years or older for Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people), or 

•50 years or older (45 years or older for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people) and on a 

low income, homeless, or at risk of being homeless. 

 

Where a person has more complex care needs, the Home Care Packages (HCP) are one of the 

ways that older people can access affordable care services for help at home. They are designed 

for those with that go beyond what the Commonwealth Home Support Programme can provide. 

 

 

Norseman Youth Services  

 

Service Agreement 

The annual review of the Shire’s Youth Service was conducted in June. I met with Liane 

Alexander, the Relationship & Contract Officer, Business and Operational Support Services 

Division Department of Communities to discuss the impact of the pandemic on services, and the 

positive outcome of having a newly recruited officer to engage youth in a number of positive 

activities. The Department of Communities funds a service agreement with the Shire of Dundas, 

to support young people having access to diversional and recreational activities. As well as 
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support positive development of family relationships and connection with other support services, 

education, and productive activities. 

 

Youth Disengagement Survey 

The Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission (GEDC) have commissioned a study that 

will profile and value youth disengagement in the Goldfields-Esperance region. Named Valuing 

the Economic Impact of Youth Disengagement in the Goldfields-Esperance Region on request I 

was able to meet with one of the researchers to ensure that the local voice and experience that 

the Shire has previously received was captured. Once the report is completed it is hoped that it 

will provide will be a useful insight that will assist Council’s advocacy work, as well as see 

increased resources to support good outcomes for young people living in the Goldfields. 

 

Nullarbor Links Widgiemooltha – The Golden Eagle 

For Council’s information Nullarbor Links has created a new hole at Widgiemooltha aptly named 

the Golden Eagle. (For those less familiar in  January 1931, 17-year-old Jim Larcombe found a 

massive gold nugget which resembled an eagle with outspread wings.) The new hole is in 

response to the Fraser Range Station hole no longer being active.   
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10.4.5 Youth & Recreation Services 
 
Officer: Brad Turner Period of reporting: July 2022 

 

A Warm Welcome 

I would like to thank Council and Shire staff for the warm welcome and opportunity to work with 

great team. I look forward to supporting Council in their vision of seeing improved community 

outcomes for Shire of Dundas children, families, seniors, and visitors to our area. 

 

Norseman Youth Centre Attendance and Activities 

 

1st -23rd July – 148 youth drop-ins. 

 

A drop-in is classified as a youth visit to the Youth Centre facility or a Youth Centre Activity. 

It will be expected that numbers are higher during the school holidays. But is has been pleasing 

to see the youth engaging with the centre. 

 

Activities: 

Saturday Sausage Sizzles x 2 

Centre activities  

Kidz Klub -Movie Morning- Juniors  

Sports at the Norseman Town Oval x 2 

Esperance Movie Day Excursion – Thank you to Events Officer Margaret McEwan for her help 

on the excursion. 

 

Youth Facilities and Resources 

I conducted a review of the Youth Centre facilities and stock with Senior Officers which 

highlighted several areas that need to be addressed. These will be planned for through the 

appropriate budget procedures and planning in the works program once approved by Council. 

Priority considerations include address identified hazards, homework station and computers, 

accessibility to Youth Centre, sports and activity equipment.  

 

Norseman Interagency Meeting  

The Norseman Interagency group held a network meeting on 29th June. This was my first 

meeting with this group, and an excellent opportunity to meet early with the service providers 

who do outreach to Norseman.  

 

Focus areas of the meeting were:  

• The new Goldfields Primary Healthcare Service Directory which is online directory of of 

local health, social and community services across WA. People can enter their town to 

view the contact details of the service providers who service their community. It is up to 

service providers to ensure their details are current. Norseman CRC and Shire Youth 

services will be working with all agencies to ensure they are accessible through this 

platform. We have also requested that details can be captured in a downloadable PDF 

so the CRC is able to distribute print copies. 
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• NDIS Services- Concerns about the lack of accessibility for people who require or who 

have qualified for NDIS support.  

• COVID-19 – The Shire and services will continue to work on the supporting the 

community and be aware of emerging issues such as Long-COVID, workforce 

interruptions, flu season and vaccination rates. 

• Mental Health Week actives: Norseman’s Day in the Park- Supporting Understanding of 
Mental Health and Wellbeing. Shire Youth Services and Norseman CRC will be working 
with Norseman District High School on this full day event, held 14th October 2022. 

 
Norseman Community Recreation Activities Audit 

 

Many local governments have as part of their community planning recreation strategic plans. 

Such plans are beneficial to guide the long-term direction for provision and management of 

recreation facilities, programs and services. 

 

With the new Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 soon to be completed, and the community’s 

request that recreation precincts and hubs be improved, it is a good time to commence an audit 

of the Shire’s existing facilities and capacities in Norseman, Eucla and along the Eyre Highway. 

I will be working with the MCCS and Projects Officer to progress this.   

 

Meetings/Activities   

• Youth Centre- School Holidays 

• YMCA Kalgoorlie 

• Norseman Interagency Meeting  

• Goldfields Palliative Care Meeting 

• Greater Choice for At Home Palliative Care Program 

• LR Bus License- Pass  

• Norseman Laundromat Opening 

• Norseman DHS Breakfast Club  
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10.4.6 Tourism and Events Services  
 

 
Officer: Margaret McEwan. Period of reporting: June-July 2022 

 

Community Events & Activities   

 

 

Digital Health Tips for Busy Parents:  

When: Tuesday 26 July 2022 

Where: Woodlands Centre 

Time: 1-2pm  

Who: Community 

Host: Norseman CRC 

 

Ordinary Meeting of Council:  

When: Thursday 28 July  2022 

Where: Shire of Dundas Chambers 

Time:  6:00pm 

Who: Councillors & Community   

 

Norseman Community Markets 

Saturday 20 August 2022 

Where: Norseman Town Centre 

Time: 8:30am- 12pm 

Who: Community 

Host:  Shire of Dundas 

 

Dundas Images Photo Competition (note 

change of date) 

When:  

• Entries close 14 August 2022 

• Awards Night 5:30pm 18th August 2022 

Who: Community 

Host: Shire of Dundas 

 

 

 

Teddy Bears Picnic  

When: Saturday 6 August 

Where: Marks Park 

Time: 10am-12pm  

Who: 0-12 

Host: Norseman CRC 

 

Tea & Tech for Seniors  

When: Monday 15 August 2022 

Where: Woodlands Centre 

Time: 1-2pm  

Who: Community 

Host: Norseman CRC 

 

Ordinary Meeting of Council:  

When: Tuesday 16 August 2022 

Where: Shire of Dundas Chambers 

Time:  6:00pm 

Who: Councillors & Community   

 

 

Norseman NAIDOC Celebrations  

When: 19-24 September 2022 

Where: Norseman 

Time: Variety of events and activities  

Who: Community 

 

 

 
 
Woodlands Centre Patronage 
19th of June - 19th of July: nine hundred and sixty-three (963) visitor and community patrons 
 
RV Park spends for June $6538.51 
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HONEY! HONEY! HONEY! 
Woodlands Honey is available for purchase from the Woodlands Centre, get in fast as it is 
buzzing out the door! 
 
Tourism 
Australia’s Golden Outback zoom meeting on the 29th of June went well, with guest speaker 
Amy Gough from Wanderlust giving tips and tricks on getting people to engage with your posts 
on Facebook and Instagram. Top 5 tips for Facebook. 
 

1. Mix up your content - Facebook is a community, 70% of the content should be fun, 
helpful and engaging to your viewers, and 30% should be sales messaging. 

2. Optimise your page - include links to other social platforms, have the type of page you 
are, 

3. Video Marketing - try posting a short video instead of a photo to get people to engage 
with your posts. 

4. Schedule your posts 
5. Tell stories with albums - using more than one image to build your content for your 

viewers. 
 
Top 5 tips for Instagram 

1. Optimise your Bio – have a great image for your profile picture, logos work well so 
people know what to look for. 

2. Review your hashtags – always add a location to Instagram post 
3. Use videos and reels for your posts  
4. Consistency is Key! 
5. Engage and follow  

 
 
Events 
Dundas images Photographic Competition get your photos in!!!  


