ling settlement of Dundas faced the same primary problem as many early
4 BBk of clean water. Late in 1892, not long after Mawson

it the May Bell, the carly pioneers sunk Noganyer Soak,
tres south of iwré“:‘l'hen, afewmonths later, they built this, the Dundas Dam.

er such dams, it reh
water was theh channell
back WA Some had cacchl

pon stone walls to harvest rain falling on the
o the dam below. Many such structures
i€ walls substantially longer than those to

BREXtending several kilometféSOUNd the base of large granite outc rops.

EEmethod of obtaining water in a hot dry environment. The other common

R eondenscr nvert the salty water found in the surrounding lakes
ek Condensers were basically a means of boiling large dqusintities
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Water — or the absence of it — largely defined the
nature. of life and death in the goldfields. Todayv we
end to take it for granted — bur walk around this
old dam and try to imagine depending on it for your
very survival. Imagine no taps or hoses, no daily’
showers, few opportunities to wash clothes, and
Iways the threat of disease. It was a different life in

1 . ¥ 1
old Dundast- very different indeed.
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The Great Western Woodlands is the largest remaining area
_ of intact Mediterranean climate woodland on Earth. Covering
- almost 16 million hectares (about the size of England), this
- continuous band of native vegetation is a rich tapestry of
woodlands, mallee and shrublands. It extends across an
ancient landscape of broad, flat valleys and ridges that
connect Australia’s south-west corner to its inland deserts.

These woodlands are culturally significant for Aboriginal
people who continue to have a strong connection to their

country. More than 20% of Australia’s native plant species
and 20% of Australia’s eucalyptus species exist here.

~ These woodlands are also a refuge for many threatened

wildiffe species found nowhere else on the pianet. Please

* 229 this environment as you find it for all to enjoy. :

“onsaryation straie'gy,to better protect and

' Tanege the Great Western Woodlands is available at

vy dec.wa.gov.au. For further information contact the local

Capartment of Environment and Conservation District Office.

Fhone: 9083 2100.
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