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DUNDAS COASTAL PLANNING STRATEGY COMMITTEE 
 
 

  

CONFIRMED MINUTES 
 

1. OPENING 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss business related to the activities of the Dundas Coastal 
Planning Strategy Committee.   
 
Opened at 10.33am. 
 

1.1 Attendance 
 

Laurene Bonza President, Shire of Dundas 
Sharon Brown Councillor, Shire of Dundas  
John Iwankiw Shack Representative - Red Rocks 
Manue Daniels Shack Representative - Wanteen  
Rasa Patupis Shack Representative - Eucla 
Chris Ziatas DPLH Representative - Land Use Management 
Matt Cosson DPLH Representative - Land Use Planning  
Kath La Nauze  DPLH Representative - Strategy and Engagement  
Peter Fitchat CEO, Shire of Dundas 
Tony Dowling Town & Coastal Planning Consultant, Shire of Dundas 
Madison Snow Communications & Research Officer, MTLAC  
Alwyn Graham Community Liaison Officer, MTLAC  

 

1.2 Apologies 
 
 

2. MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

Minutes of the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy Committee meeting held 13 March 
2025 

 
Minutes of the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy Committee meeting held 13 March 2025 (circulated 
via email) are presented for adoption. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy Committee meeting held 13 March 
2025 be confirmed as a true and correct record of proceedings. 
 
RESOLUTION: Carried Moved: Manue Daniels Seconded: Cr. Sharon Brown 

                              
                                

3. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 

3.1  Nominations to Committee 
 
At previous meetings it was discussed and resolved that a representative from the Mirning Traditional 
Lands Aboriginal Corporation (MTLAC) be invited to join the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy 
Committee. The MTLAC has advised that it is in the process of arranging and nominating a MTLAC 
representative to join the committee.  
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In the interim, the MTLAC has nominated Madison Snow – its Communications & Research Officer – 
to join the Committee (as a proxy for the future MTLAC representative) to assist with any actionable 
items, however, she will not have voting rights. 
 
Additionally, the MTLAC have also nominated the following staff members as proxies when the 
nominated MTLAC representative is unable to attend a meeting of the committee: 
 

• MTLAC Projects Coordinator, Pash Tzaikos 

• MTLAC Community Liaison Officer, Alwyn Graham  

• MTLAC Office Manager and Executive Assistant, Regina Nevin 

• MTLAC Legal Counsel, Kimberley Swift  

• MTLAC CEO (position currently vacant as of 24/04/2025) 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy Committee: 
 

1. Accept the MTLAC nomination of Madison Snow, MTLAC Communications & Research 
Officer to sit on the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy Committee. 

 
2. Accept the following list of MTLAC staff as proxies for the MTLAC representative on the 

Committee— 
 

• MTLAC Projects Coordinator - Pash Tzaikos 

• MTLAC Community Liaison Officer - Alwyn Graham  

• MTLAC Office Manager and Executive Assistant - Regina Nevin 

• MTLAC Legal Counsel - Kimberley Swift 

• MTLAC Chief Executive Officer (position currently vacant)  

 
subject to none of these proxies having voting rights of the Committee. 

 
RESOLUTION: Carried Moved: Manue Daniels Seconded: Kath La Nauze   

   

3.2  Dundas Coastal Strategy - Regional Land Use and Access Network 
 
At the previous meeting the Committee resolved to note the key considerations listed in item 3.1 of 
that meeting agenda and recommend that the draft coastal planning strategy include aspirational 
outcomes, consultations and processes required to achieve those outcomes. 
 
These key considerations are reproduced at Schedule 1 to this agenda. 
 
In respect to key considerations (iii) and (iv) further consultation with the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) revealed that the consideration of extending the Nuytsland 
Nature Reserve and the Eucla National Park, and further considering the nomination of the Nullarbor 
Region for World Heritage Listing (WHL) are medium-term priorities for DBCA’s programs. 
 
No time period or timeframe was given by DBCA to define the ‘medium-term’ period but generally, for 
planning purposes, it can be assumed to be within 5 – 10 years from now. Given that a land use 
planning strategy usually has a 10 - 15 year planning horizon, the proposed coastal planning strategy 
ought to flag or highlight the possibility of both the Nuytsland Nature Reserve and the Eucla National 
Park being extended within the lifetime of the strategy. The strategy should also note that any planned 
extension is likely to be subject to the DBCA and the Mirning Traditional Lands Aboriginal Corporation 
(MTLAC) entering into an Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUA) to effect this. 
 
In respect to the proposal for world heritage listing of the Nullarbor region this was rejected by the 
WA government in 1992 (for reasons as yet unknown). Notwithstanding, it seems that the DBCA 
wishes to revisit the proposal but it is not an immediate or short-term priority. 
 
The initial proposal for world heritage listing was based upon the report ‘World Heritage Significance of 
Karst and other Landforms in the Nullarbor Region’ by AG Davey, MR Gray, KG Grimes, E Hamilton-
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Smith, JM James and AP Spate for the Commonwealth Department of The Arts, Sport, The 
Environment & Territories, published in 1992.  
 
[NB: A hardcopy of this report is held at the State Library and needs to be reserved to access and view 
– there is no digital or online version available.] 
 
This report argued that the proposed listing would fulfil all four of the World Heritage Committee’s 
‘natural heritage’ criteria (noting that only one criterion is sufficient for listing). By way of comparison, 
it is understood that the Shark Bay World Heritage Area is the only other place in Western Australia 
that fulfils all 4 ‘natural heritage’ criteria (to be confirmed). The Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Area 
only fulfills one criterion. 
 
The report cited that this region “ … comprises the world’s largest contiguous karst landscape, 
and by far the largest arid karst”. 
 
It should be noted that the initial proposed world heritage area listing more or less aligned to the 
delineation and extent of the onshore Eucla Basin and incorporated the Nullarbor karst (a region 
underlain by karstic rocks - limestone in this case), the treeless ‘Nullarbor Plain’, and existing and 
proposed conservation/nature reserves. Schedule 2 to this agenda reproduces a series of maps 
denoting the boundary options for world heritage listing, whilst Schedule 3 denotes the recommended 
boundary and extent in greater detail. 
 
Schedule 4 to this agenda denotes those parts of the recommended world heritage area included 
within the Coastal Planning Strategy area. 
 
According to Davey et al, the Nullarbor is 
 

“The foremost site for the study of arid karst in the world. It is also the best 
researched karst area in Australia and arid karst area in the world … its 
simplicity in terms of its geology and environmental history means that it offers 
many advantages for the study of the development of arid karst areas and karst 
landform development generally.” 

 
It attracts many Australian and international speleologists to study the caves, unusual minerals, and 
rare trogolobitic fauna.  
The report authors also say that the Nullabor is a vast educational resource at all levels and regards 
as essential a study of it by earth science students. In particular, it is considered an ideal area for 
training post-graduates in the earth, physical, biological sciences and archaeology.   
 
However, its remoteness and location often provide barriers to students (especially undergraduates) to 
physically access the region for study and research. 
 
The value of the Nullabor as an educational and research resource is an aspect that could be 
leveraged by the Shire of Dundas regardless of whether the Nullabor Region it is nominated for world 
heritage listing in the future. To this end the coastal planning strategy can play a part in leveraging this 
aspect by perhaps identifying and denoting as necessary any relevant future infrastructure (eg. 
transport, accommodation, research facilities etc) required to support and leverage research and study 
of the Nullabor. 
 
Additionally, the Shire’s local planning scheme (LPS 1) could also be revised to incorporate controls 
and provisions that seek to ensure the karst landscape retains its integrity and is not detrimentally 
impacted by future land use and development. Such controls and provisions do not seek to preclude 
future land use and development from occurring within the strategy area but seek to ensure that such 
land use and development occurs in a way and manner that does not derogate from the karst system’s 
integrity and values. 
 
This aspect also needs to be reflected and flagged in the proposed coastal planning strategy. 
 
Perhaps too, the Shire may also wish to consider advocating for world heritage listing given that such 
a listing can also leverage tourism development within the strategy area. 
 
The other key considerations listed at Schedule 1 will be progressed through the development of the 
strategy going forward, however, in order to include aspirational outcomes derived through 
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relevant consultation processes, the Committee is invited to consider and provide direction as to 
how consultation and engagement with the local community ought to occur in developing the strategy 
and deriving aspirational outcomes.  
 
NB: It should be noted, and as previously reported, that consultation with key stakeholders (primarily 
government agencies, authorities, service providers, and regional and local organisations) has already 
occurred and been completed. 
 
For discussion. 
 
Committee Discussion: 
 

• It is recommended that wording as detailed below be added to the key considerations 
document to clarify the need to consider the landuses within the new Reserve.  
 
Planning for the management and use of Crown Reserve 54699 vested with the Shire of 
Dundas for the purpose of ‘Access, Professional Fishing Leases and the Letting of Squatter 
Cottages Theron on 19 March 2005’ with power to lease for any term not exceeding 6 years, 
subject to the consent of the Minister for Lands. Acknowledging that any land uses beyond the 
6-year term will require new ILUA negotiations with the Miring People. 
 

• The DBCA extension of the Nuytsland Nature Reserve should not impact the Red Rocks 
shack sites. The extension of the Eucla National Park may impact some of the Eucla shack 
sites, however the Eucla sites are now created on their own reserve which will need to be 
considered.  

• The Shire of Dundas will schedule a meeting with MTLAC to discuss the background of the 
committee.  

• Cave and karst systems are culturally sensitive sites; it is important that the MTLAC Board and 
the Heritage Committee are consulted on these matters.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Dundas Coastal Planning Committee include additional key points to be further 
clarified and circulated via email for consideration at the next meeting.  
 
RESOLUTION: Carried   Moved: John Iwankiw Seconded: Matt Cosson   

  
 

4. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
4.1 Update on Land Use Planning Matters pertaining to the WGEH 
 
The Shire’s town and coastal planning consultant will provide a briefing of a meeting recently held with 
WGEH’s Town Master Planner and its town planning consultant pertaining to proposed amendments 
to the Shire of Dundas Local Planning Scheme (LPS) 1. The coastal planning strategy will need to be 
cognizant and reflective of these. 
 
Committee Discussion: 
 
Proposed Workforce Village 

• No further work on the detail or configuration of the workforce accommodation;  

• Initially, the intent is to start with a construction camp for 100-300 workers, which will probably 

operate as FIFO village during this time; 

• These workers will then construct the Stage 1 village, accommodating approximately 3,300 

workers; 

• The vision is for this village to become a permanent settlement in the longer term — as yet no 

timeframe has been provided;  
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• The projected population (EPA s38 Proposal) of 8000 residents in the long term is based on the 

anticipated number of families, service workforce etc that would support a permanent 

settlement;   

• The village is initially intended to be under the management of WGEH, but once a permanent 

settlement is established this could change — this may provide an opportunity for the Shire or 

even the Mirning People to take over governance and servicing etc? 

Permanent settlement is likely to provide potential opportunities for amenities, services, and 
additional permanent residential development etc to be established in or around Eucla.  
WGEH is happy to work with the Shire of Dundas in developing these potential opportunities. 

 
Comment 
If WGEH considers that the Shire of Dundas ought to take over the jurisdiction, governance and 
servicing etc of any proposed new settlement in the longer term, then the Shire ought to be invited by 
WGEH as a co-designer of any permanent settlement and in the formulation of any design codes, 
development provisions and controls etc shaping the future form and layout of the settlement, right 
from its initial conception. 
 
Land Use Changes 

• To allow the use and development of the identified development site for the proposed renewable 

energy hub, especially the proposed coastal/maritime facilities, the Shire’s Local Planning 

Scheme (LPS) 1 will require change;  

• WGEH’s town planning consultant has already initiated discussions with the Shire’s Town and 

Coastal Planning consultant to identify and confirm likely changes required to LPS 1 for the use 

to be allowed; 

• Such changes may include the following: 

(i) rezoning of the land — from Rural zoning to a more appropriate zoning 

(ii) the introduction of specific development controls/provisions to control/regulate the uses, 

activities and operations carried on within, with a focus on minimising human and 

environmental impacts; 

• Such changes will require LPS 1 to be amended, a process that includes public advertising of 

the proposed amendment, and an opportunity for any person to comment on the proposal; 

• WGEH’s town planning consultant has further advised that any request by WGEH to the Shire to 

initiate an amendment to LPS 1 to allow the proposed development upon its proposed location 

will probably be put on hold until such time as the WAPC has developed and endorsed a 

proposed State Planning Policy or Position Statement setting out parameters for the 

location/siting, design, approval etc of large-scale energy generation projects; 

• Such a policy or position statement is more than likely to include the level and type of 

community and stakeholder engagement/consultation to be carried out as part of the 

location/siting, design processes etc; 

• The proposed policy or position statement is likely a response to WGEH’s proposal and other 

similar proposals slated elsewhere in WA, as well as to accommodate current government 

policies and directions facilitating renewable energy developments; 

• With the scope of work required to develop a State planning policy or position statement, 

together with the bureaucratic processes to be followed in order to obtain State government 

endorsement, it is unlikely that a request from WGEH to suitably amend LPS 1 will be received 

by the Shire anytime within the next 6 – 12 months from now; 

• Notably, WGEH’s Master Planner – Town has also advised that the submission by WGEH of the 

required Public Environmental Review (PER) document for public comment is unlikely to be 

lodged with the EPA until sometime in 2026; and 
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• It is also understood that WGEH Pty Ltd is unlikely to make a final investment decision on the 

project before 2028. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy Committee note the update on Land Use Planning 
matters.  
 
RESOLUTION: Carried  Moved: Cr. S Brown Seconded: Kath La Nauze   

 
 

LATE ITEM – Committee Meeting Minutes Distribution 
 
To ensure shack owners are informed of the actions of the Coastal Planning Strategy Committee, 
circulation of the committee meeting minutes to these key stakeholders is appropriate.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Dundas Coastal Planning Strategy Committee: 
 

1. Approve the distribution of the minutes of Committee meetings to the shack owners 
included the scope of the Dundas Coastal Management Strategy. 

2. Direct the Shire of Dundas Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to contact the shack owners to 
determine who would like to be added to the minutes mail distribution list, ensuring 
adherence to appropriate mailout guidelines. 

 
 
RESOLUTION: Carried  Moved: John Iwankiw Seconded: Manue Daniels  

                              
 

5. NEXT MEETING 
 
Next Meeting: 10 July 2025 at 10.30am 
 
It is proposed to hold future meetings bi-monthly as from the date of this meeting. 
 
 

6. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 
Meeting closed at: 11.10am  


