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NOTICE OF MEETING 

The next Special Meeting of the Council will be held on 29th April 2026 in the Council 
Chamber at the Shire Administration Office commencing at 6:00 pm (AWST) to 
consider and resolve on the matters set out in the attached agenda.  

All meetings are open to the public, except for matters raised by Council under 
“Confidential Items”. 

Members of the public may ask a question at a Special Council meeting under 
“Public Question Time”. 

 

Chief Executive Officer 
24 April 2026 
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UNCONFIRMED MINUTES for the SPECIAL Meeting of Council held in the Council 
Chamber at the Shire Administration office– commencing at  

6:00 pm (AWST) 

 

 

Notes to Agenda 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER BEFORE PROCEEDING: 

Any plans or documents in agendas and minutes may be subject to copyright. The express 
permission of the copyright owner must be obtained before copying any copyright material. 

Any statement, comment or decision made at a Council or Committee meeting regarding any 
application for an approval, consent, or licence, including a resolution of approval, is not 
effective as an approval of any application and must not be relied upon as such. 

Any person or entity who has an application before the Shire must obtain, and should only rely 
on, written notice of the Shires decision and any conditions attaching to the decision and 
cannot treat as an approval anything said or done at a Council or Committee meeting. 

Any advice provided by an employee of the Shire on the operation of written law, or the 
performance of a function by the Shire, is provided in the capacity of an employee, and to the 
best of that person’s knowledge and ability. It does not constitute, and should not be relied 
upon, as a legal advice or representation by the Shire. Any advice on a matter of law, or 
anything sought to be relied upon as representation by the Shire should be sought in writing 
and should make clear the purpose of the request. 
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1. Declaration of Opening and Announcement of Visitors. 

The Shire President welcomed all in attendance and declared the meeting open at: 6.00PM 

This Special Council Meeting will be video recorded, and the recording published on the Shire 
of Dundas website.  

1.1 Acknowledgement of Country  

The Shire of Dundas recognises the Ngadju and Mirning as traditional custodians in the Shire 
of Dundas and pay our respects to their Elders, past and present. 

1.2 Attendance at meetings by electronic means 
 
Nil.  

2. Declarations of Financial, Proximity, Impartiality Interests 
& Gifts Received. 

Financial Interests:     

None declared. 

Proximity Interests:     

None declared. 

Impartiality Interests: 

None declared. 

Gifts Received by Councillors:  None declared. 

As per section 5.87A of the Local Government Act 1995 and the Shire of Dundas Code of 
Conduct section 3.4 Gifts. 

3. Record of Attendance of Councillors / Officers and 
Apologies. 

Cr Laurene G Bonza   Shire President 
Cr Sharon M Warner    Deputy Shire President 
Cr Sharon Brown                
Cr Chantelle McLeod  
Cr Priscilla Fleming 
Cr Andie Holman 
 
Peter Fitchat    Chief Executive Officer 
Pania Turner    Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Hannah Turner    Executive Assistant  

Apologies  

Barry Hemopo    Manager of Works and Services   
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Public Gallery 

N. Jeewa  

4. Public Question Time. 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and the Local Government 
(Administration) Regulations 1996, any person may during Public Question Time ask any 
question. 

5. Petitions, Deputations or Presentations. 

6. Announcements by Presiding Member without Discussion. 

6.1 Governor of Western Australia 
 
The Shire of Dundas was visited by the Governor of Western Australia on Wednesday 29 
April.  

7. Reports 

Agenda Reference & Subject 

7.1 – WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position – Review and Submission 

Location / Address Shire of Dundas 

File Reference GR.WA.1 

Author CEO, Peter Fitchat 

Date of Report 24 April 2026 

Disclosure of Interest Nil 

Summary 

This report presents the WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position Consultation Paper 
(January 2026) for Council consideration. 

The paper outlines expanding legislative responsibilities, increasing operational demands, 
and significant financial implications for Local Government arising from climate change 
policy and renewable energy transition frameworks. 

This report highlights key risks to the Shire of Dundas, including: 

• Cost shifting without sustainable funding  
• Increased compliance and reporting obligations  
• Infrastructure and emergency management pressures  
• Economic risks to regional industries  
• Environmental and land-use trade-offs  
• Lack of mature recycling and end-of-life pathways for renewable infrastructure  

The report recommends a balanced advocacy position that supports climate action while 
protecting regional economies, ensuring funding equity, and prioritising research-led policy. 

Background 
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The WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position has been updated in response to: 

• National and State climate legislation  
• Expanded Local Government responsibilities under the Local Government 

Amendment Act 2023  
• Increased climate-related risks and adaptation requirements  

The consultation paper identifies that: 

• Climate change is increasing the cost and complexity of Local Government service 
delivery  

• Impacts vary significantly between metropolitan, regional and remote councils  
• Local Governments face barriers including limited funding, capacity, and expertise  

Importantly, Local Governments are now required to: 

• Plan for climate risks  
• Mitigate impacts  
• Consider long-term generational consequences  

These obligations have been introduced without a corresponding long-term funding model. 

Statutory Environment 

Relevant legislation and frameworks include: 

• Local Government Act 1995 (WA)  
• Local Government Amendment Act 2023 (expanded climate responsibilities)  
• Climate Change Act 2022 (Cth)  
• State Public Health Plan 2025–2030  
• National Climate Risk Assessment 2025  

Policy Implications 

Nil 

Financial Implications 

1. Direct Cost Shifting 

Local Government is increasingly responsible for: 

• Disaster recovery  
• Road and infrastructure resilience  
• Flood and bushfire mitigation  
• Coastal and environmental management  

Without funding, this creates: 

• Budget pressure  
• Reduced service delivery capacity  
• Increased reliance on reserves or rate increases  
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2. Infrastructure and Compliance Costs 

• Climate reporting and planning obligations  
• Asset upgrades for resilience  
• Waste and recycling infrastructure gaps  

3. Long-Term Liability Risks 

• Renewable infrastructure disposal (solar panels, turbines, batteries)  
• Environmental remediation  
• Landfill capacity pressures 

Strategic Implications 

GOAL 2 – Natural Environment  
Our natural environment is viewed as a precious asset that is protected and enjoyed. A place 
where sustainable opportunities and collaboration is nurtured. 

2.1  Our natural environment is viewed as a previous asset that is protected and 
enjoyed.  

2.1.1  Work with government and non-government organisations and key stakeholders to 
support the protection of the Great Western Woodlands. 

2.2 A place where sustainable opportunities and collaboration is nurtured. 

2.2.4  Lead and support climate action, renewable energy, and sustainability initiatives that 
are informed by evidence, guided by best practice, and responsive to local needs. 

 
GOAL 4 – Economic Development and Financial Sustainability 
A thriving local economy & economic base supports economic growth and business 
opportunity. 

4.1 A financially responsible Local Government  

4.1.1 Financial accountability and informed decision-making by Council. 

4.1.2 Compliance with the Local Government Act 1995 and all relevant legislation and 
regulations. 

4.1.4 Risk is managed through planning, internal and external reviews, and reporting to 
Council. 

 
GOAL 5 – Governance and Leadership 
We are a trusted Local Government; we are a strong advocate for our Community; we lead 
with respect and accountability. 

5.2 We are a strong advocate for our Community  

5.2.1 The Shire develops partnerships with government and non-government organisations, 
and key stakeholders to achieve positive outcomes for the community. 

Consultation 

Elected Members  
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CEO 
Senior Officers 
WALGA 
GVROC  

Comment 

1. Cost Shifting – Primary Concern 

The most significant issue is the transfer of responsibility from State and Federal Government 
to Local Government without funding. 

This includes: 

• Planning requirements  
• Infrastructure upgrades  
• Emergency management responsibilities  

2. Economic and Regional Risk 

The Goldfields–Esperance region relies heavily on: 

• Mining  
• Transport  
• Agriculture  

Rapid policy shifts risk: 

• Employment instability  
• Reduced investment confidence  
• Pressure on housing and services  

3. Renewable Energy Trade-Offs 

Renewables introduce: 

• Large land footprints  
• Habitat fragmentation  
• End-of-life waste challenges  

These impacts are often underestimated in policy frameworks. 

4. Policy Contradictions 

While climate policy drives emissions reduction: 

• Mining of critical minerals is expanding  
• Coal remains in use for grid stability  
• Global energy markets remain mixed  

This creates uncertainty and risk for regional communities. 

5. Need for Research-Led Transition 
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A more sustainable pathway is: 

Stage      Priority 

Stage 1      Research and development 

Stage 2      Infrastructure readiness 

Stage 3      Market adoption 

Stage 4      Regulation 

Voting Requirements 

Simple Majority 

Moved:  Cr. C McLeod                          
Seconded:  Cr. S Warner  

Officer Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. Note the WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position Consultation Paper as 
contained in Attachment 1 to this report.   

2. Express concern regarding:  

• Cost shifting to Local Government  
• Rushed regulatory reform  
• Lack of sustainable funding frameworks  
• Inadequate recycling and infrastructure planning  
• Economic and employment impacts on regional communities  

3. Advocate that:  

• Climate policy must be balanced, evidence-based and economically 
sustainable  

• All additional Local Government responsibilities must be fully funded by 
State and Federal Governments  

• Policy implementation must be preceded by research, testing and 
infrastructure readiness  

4. Request WALGA to incorporate:  

• Explicit cost protection mechanisms  
• Regional economic impact modelling  
• Transitional funding guarantees  
• Investment in recycling and infrastructure systems  

5. Endorse a position that Local Government should not carry the primary financial 
burden of climate reform. 

 
Carried by: Simple Majority  
 
For: Cr. L Bonza, Cr. S Warner, Cr. S Brown, Cr. C McLeod, Cr. P Fleming, Cr. A Holman
   
Against: 0   
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Resolution  

That Council: 

1. Note the WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position Consultation Paper as 
contained in Attachment 1 to this report.   

2. Express concern regarding:  

• Cost shifting to Local Government  
• Rushed regulatory reform  
• Lack of sustainable funding frameworks  
• Inadequate recycling and infrastructure planning  
• Economic and employment impacts on regional communities  

3. Advocate that:  

• Climate policy must be balanced, evidence-based and economically 
sustainable  

• All additional Local Government responsibilities must be fully funded by 
State and Federal Governments  

• Policy implementation must be preceded by research, testing and 
infrastructure readiness  

4. Request WALGA to incorporate:  

• Explicit cost protection mechanisms  
• Regional economic impact modelling  
• Transitional funding guarantees  
• Investment in recycling and infrastructure systems  

5. Endorse a position that Local Government should not carry the primary financial 
burden of climate reform. 

 

8. Next Meeting 

The next Special Meeting of Council will be called as required.  

There being no further business the Shire President declares the meeting closed at: 6.08PM  


